SERVING IN JULY
COMMUNION
SERVERS
WORSHIP
(July 8)
1. Eileen Peters
2. Cheryl Page
3. Marlee Criaco
4. Tammie Keesee
5. Murray Milford
6. Briana Criaco

USHER
CAPTAINS

MONEY
COUNTERS

Eileen Peters; Charley Keesee (July 1)
Pam Geishauser; Hap Wert (July 1)

Rick Avery; Cheryl Page (July 1)
Kim Miller

NEW MEMBER
CALLER
Peggy Telg

USHERS AND GREETERS • SANCTUARY
July 1

July 8

Mary Nelle Armstrong
Beth Pennebaker
Trish Burk
Vicki Gergeni

July 15

Mary Nelle Armstrong
Jim Moreno
Trish Burk
Cheryl Moreno
Jim Moreno
Ken Telg
Cheryl Moreno
Peggy Telg

July 22

July 29

Beth Pennebaker
Charley Keesee
Vicki Gergeni
Nancy Self

Janice Bradshaw
John Halsell
Keith Halsell
Tony Geishauser

If you can serve, please notify:
Beth Pennebaker (979.776.1954 or epennebaker@verizon.net)
or
Karen in the church office (979.823.8073 or office@fpcbryan.org).

Dear Friends,
June 30 marks the end of 11 years through which I have served as pastor
here. While that’s no “divisible by 5 or 10 year” anniversary, it is completion of
another year. However any of us evaluate time and work and relationships – as
being overall positive, negative, or some of each – changes happen over years,
including the time of July 1, 2007 to June 30, 2018.
Since Associate Pastor Marie Mickey retired a year ago, we have all been
busy. While some key aspects of Marie’s fine and faithful ministry have “gone
wanting,” most have been shouldered by someone(s).
In the summer of 2017, Session authorized and sponsored a “visioning
process” for and with the congregation as part of preparation for our future in
the ministry of Jesus Christ, yet for what would be a new chapter.
The 150th anniversary of FPC-Bryan’s chartering was wonderfully
celebrated in November 2017, after which the “visioning findings” were handed
by Session to a “writing team” to develop a Ministry Information Form (MIF)
which is the six page narrative describing First Presbyterian-Bryan for new
Associate Pastor “prospects.” The “writing team” of Bill Watson, Cheryl Page,
Roger Reese, and Vickie Buenger recently were recognized by a sub-committee
member of the Committee on Ministry (COM) of New Covenant Presbytery as
having presented for COM’s approval “the finest MIF we’ve seen in a long while.”
On the first Sunday of May, 2018, the congregation elected an Associate
Pastor Nominating (Search) Committee (APNC) comprised of Ken Telg (Chair),
Ellen Weichert (Vice-chair), Charley Bankston, Jake Fattig, Ulonda Rogers, Debe
Shafer, and Jackie Zimmerman. They have begun meeting and in a very short
time will begin receiving resumes of potential candidates. (Continue praying for
the APNC members and this process.)
On Sunday evening (June 24) Session will consider a recommendation
from the Stewardship and Finance Committee to make an early pay-off on the
loan note related to the heating-air-conditioning-ventilation system (HVAC)
which was begun with The Bank and Trust. The original “line of credit” and loan
for 1.3 million dollars will be paid off not in 9 years according to our loan
contract, but will be paid off in 3 ½ years. What a blessing from God made
possible through the generosity and commitment of this congregation!
From the faithful ministry efforts of Session committees, to the ministry
labors of members and paid staff, both here – on-site within the building and on
the grounds and miles beyond (locally, regionally, nationally, and internationally)
– it is a privilege to serve Jesus Christ with you. Many aspects of ministry continue
now, and will continue and change as days turn into weeks and months and
years. So do each of us “continue and change” in God’s grace and spirit.
Thanks be to God for each of you and for your partnership in the Gospel . . .

Ted V. Foote, Jr.
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